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I—Forzien Po.itics, 


Roenama-t-Mukaddas Hablul Mateen (Calcutta] of the 6th April says 
ip | me that Persia does not accept Colonel McMahon's 
roe award in respect of the Seistan boundary settlement 
and the distribution of the water of the Helmund river as being disadvantageous 
to her, but the English papers suggest that her refusal is due to Russian 
influence. Now that plague has broken out in Seistan, the so-culled European 
humanitarian will go there with the ostensible object of introducing sanitar 
measures, but their real aim would be to obtain influence in other men’s 
country. It is very nce’ s that the western diplomats do positive harm to the 
eastern people while professing to do them good. They conquer our country, 
rod us of our wealth and make us their slaves, yct say they that they are 
doing us a favour. Japan and Russia fought with each other over Korea, each 
rofessing to be a friend of that State. But now, thyt the war is over, Japan 
Aas reduced the Emperor of Korea to a mere puppet in her hands, : 
The paper feels sorry that a difference should have arisen between 
Turkey and Persia about their respective frontiers. It is to be hoped that the 
quarrel will be settled amicably. The writer addressing the Persians advises 
them not to pick a quarrel with their co-religionists, because such a quarrel will 
result in causing the weakness of both. It would be far better if, instead of 
wasting their energy in this way, they applied it to improving their moral 
and material condition, 


Il.—Home ADMINISTRATION. 
(a)—Polte. 


2. The Manbhum [Purulia] of the 3rd April speaks of an increased 

iia cn tacos ok ote of ruffanism and theft in the town of 

urulia, and in this connection points out that the 

offenders guilty of these crimes are mostly low-class people who dress and 
generally conduct themselves above their station in life. 

3. The Suhkrid [Noakhali] of the 3rd April says that the conduct of the 

| ; Government of Eastern Bengal and Assam towards 

Colnee_ consneveer by Musal- Musalmans has ied them to believe that they are a 

mans in oakhali. 


- RogwaMa-1-Muxap- 
pas HasLo. Matzsy, 


April 6th, 1906. 


MANBEUM, 


SumRID, 
Apri! 3rd, 1906, 


favoured people. Led by this belief, the Musalman | 


inhabitants of the Noakhali district have done a number of such acts as the 
would never have thought of doing before, ‘I'hey have brutally murdered 
Babu Jadookrishna Majumdar, a zamindar of Gopalpur: They have snatched 
away two prisoners from the custoly of the police at Charkaunia; and in 
a. Saidpur they have severely beaten a peon attached to the Lakshmipura 

unsifi. 
4. A correspondent of the Sanjivani [Calcutta] of the 5th April appeals 
icocttcdmdaen 2 the leaders of Hindu and Musalman communi- 
ties to decide the question of cow-slaughter in a 
spirit of toleration, and urges the authorities to hunt out and punish such 
fanatic mullas as are inciting illiterate Musalman villagers against Hindus by 
telling them that they will receive the help of Government if they slaughter 
cows near places of Hinda worship, and that if riots occur in consequence, the 
law courts will not punish them. 

0. The Samay .Patontial of tbe 6th April writes that the lands beanahing 

par emer My te eey off Harrison Road between College Street an 
Chitpur Road have long been notorious as the 
haunt of goondas and budmashes who commit oppressions on passers-by. ‘lhe 
shop-keepers in this quarter also are terrorised by those lawless characters 
into complying with any and every call for subscriptions which they might 
get up. ‘hese men have lately taken to a new dodge to rob people. They 
loiter about with fierce dogs which they eet on to any inoffensive passer by 


Sawsivani, 
April bth, 1906.. 


SaMATY, 
April 6th, 1906. 


they meet; and when the victim cries out in terror, they come a to him, 
e 


apparently to his assistance, but really to relieve him of all valuables 


might 
carry. 
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NIAAR, 
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6. The Basumati [Calcutta] of the 7th April says that the portion 
| a Road, Calcutta, which a Ge 
in Harrison Road, (Chitpur Road and College Street, is infested with 
gundas. ‘These rulfians set trained dogs against 
way-farers and then rob them on the pretext of taking the dogs away from 
their sides, In vain do the poor sufferers call for police help. The attention 
of the Commissioner of Police is drawn to the matter. 


7. The Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 7th April reports the circum. 
stauces under which two young lads, formerly 
students of the Noakhali Zilla School, were arrested 
by the police the day before at the house of Babu 
Subodh Chandra Malik, under sections 147 and 148 of the Criminal Procedure 
Code, and then goes on to remark that the news of this arrest created a stron 
sensation all througn the city. Rich and poor alike became eager to know 
what the students were guilty of. ‘The studeut community has been specially 
moved by this incident, 


8. The Howrah Hitaishi [Howrah] of the 7th April writes that, in the 
| latter part of January last, the Howrah police 
Alleged unlawful restraint by arrested and put in hajat Ganga Prasad, Vikhgi- 
the Howiah police. : a . : : 7 
parsi, T'hakurparsi, Dhenoo Tewari and six others, 
on suspicion of their being guilty under section 401, Indian Penal Code, 
At the end of about a nonths’ enquiry, three of the men were set at liberty, 
but the remaining persons had to wait for release for a month more till the 4th 
April last: the question now arises, if this restraint to which these men were 
subjected was just and legal? Is there nobody who can be held responsible 
for keeping the men for such a long time in hajat merely on suspicion? Wh 
was bail refused to some of the men, although repeatedly applied for? The 
victims of police oppression in the present instance are too poor and ignorant 
to seek redress from the Courts. It lies with the Government therefore to do 
them justice. 


Gundas 
Calcutta. 


Reported arrest of two ex-stu- 
dents of Noakhali at Calcutta. 


9. The same paper writes that it has received information that, on 
Tuesday last, a man, Habul Bairagi by name, while 
passing along the Grand Trunk Road near 
Sriman’s bagan (Jhilmil Bagan) was accosted by 
two police constables, and an old offender named Joggessur, betel-seller by 
profession, and had seven out of Rs. 15 which he happened to carry with him 
at the time forcibly snatched from him by the three men. When Habul 
accompanied by Babu Hari Charan Das, muharrir to Babu Tripura Charan 
Roy of the Howrah Bar, went to the Golabari thana to complain, he was 
scolded and abused without provocution by the daroga in charge, Bhabendra 
Babu. Habu! was thereafter kept waiting in the thana all the day without 
any meal, and sent away at evening without his complaint being admitted on 
the plea of sufficiency of evidence not being available in support of it. 


The paper concludes by praying for an inquiry by the District Superin- 
tendent of Police of Howrah into the truth of the allegations made above. 


10. The Khulnavast [Khulna] of the 7th April calls upon the District 
Superintendent of, Police of Khulna to destroy 4 
tiger which has Jately been committing depredation 
in the neighbourhood of Khulna town, having about a week ago killed a cow 
near the Railway office. It is pointed out in this connection that, thanks to the 
severity with which the Arms Act is administered in this district regardless 
of the large annual losses of human life in it from wild boars, tigers, crocodiles. 


etc., the local Sam have scarcely in any case left to them the fire-arms 
neceseary for this purpose. 


ll. The Nihar [Ocmtai of the 10th April complains of a ependenneaes 
Theft in the Midnapore district, © theft in the Midnapore district, and says that 
cathe , eh ; —_ te police are unable to trace the budmashes. 
Every village contains at least one to two persons who have no ostensible 


means of livelihood, These people should be closely watched, and all bed 
charactors punished. 7 


A serious allegation against two 
policemen in Howrab. 


A tiger pear Khalna town. 
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(b)}— Working of the Courts. 


rring ¢ to the case in which a boy of 15 years of age has been 
es i arrested in Midnapore on a Ritge of ‘ssdition, the 

The Midnspore sedition case. = Jn; ~Bandhav [Midnapore] of the 4th April 
88 5 on ° . ° ’ 
; We shall say nothing about this case while it is sub judice. It would, 
however, be very shameful and, at the same time, ridiculous on the part of the 

werful British Government to aid the Midnapore police in its machinations 
against the poor orphan boy. — 


3. Commenting upon the judgment in the Dinapore shooting case, the 
fies Bihar Bandhu ' Bankipore) of the 5th “April says 
The Dinapore shooting case. = 4), 44 perhaps no native ps —" "0 receive such 

‘ndness at the hands of the trying Magistrate as bas been shown by him to 
the European lad charged ak Latlea idlled a dog by gunshot. But, never- 
theless, we thank the Magistrate for fining his fellow countryman for shooting 
a dog, seeing that Englishmen charged with the murder of even human beings 
are let off by a European Judge. Other European officers ought to take 
a lesson from Mr. Ramsay. ' exe 

14. The Daily Hitavadi eae of the 6th April writes :— 

Alleged oflelal oppromion at <.¢ Terrib 4 news ! i ave oe the folluwing 

a. information by wire from an unknown person :— 
eeu 5 Official eudm at Nowgong (Assam). Three 
Sylhet blacksmiths were severely assaulted by two constables on the public road 
and in open Court under orders from Krishna Chandra Choudhuri, Extra 
Assistant Commissioner, for their not powdering iron for making fire-works for 
the reception of His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor. Complaint to the above 
effect was attempted to be lodged, but not accepted on frivolous grounds, 
Great unrest and sensation prevail. Copy of complaint with particulars follows 
by post. Aggrieved partics are trying to take proper steps.” 

We cannot say how far this information is correct; we trust we shall soon 
have a contradiction of it, if it is incorrect. oe 


15. The Birbhum Varia [Birbhum] cf the 7th April suggests the early 

- appointment of an additional Sub-Registrar at 

_ Wanted an additional Sub-Re- Rampur Hat for the assistance of the existing incum- 

“ bent. who is unable to cope with the extra work 

which has been thrown upon him, in consequence of the famine conditions now 
prevailing in the locality. 

16. The Howrah a tie y of the 7th April accuses to the Sub- 

egistrar of Howrah of having been guilty, ever 

oe Oe es ee ee system of fixed mouthly pet has 

been introduced, of wilfully sending away parties who come to him to get 

their deeds registered by putting to them annoying and irrelevant questions 
which men of their ignorance cannot be expncted to answer. 

The paper algo inquires if the Sub-Registrar is in the habit of deducting 
from his salary every month the amounts which he receives from parties to 
suits in which he has to appear as a witness. 

17. The Bargadarpan \ Chinsura } of the 7th April writes that it is receiving 


: S various complaints against Mr. Satyendra Chandra 
inhi Mallik, Additional Sessions Judge of Hooghly. 


with him on account of his discourteous behaviour. 


18. In noticing the appointment of Mr. Justice Ghosh to officiate for Sir 
Wen hii pees oe Francis Maclean as Chief Justice of the Calcutta 
Calcutta High Gort tst:té‘<«té«d A cor t, the Afittavarta [Calcutta’) of the 8th 


; / pril says that, if ability and claims are taken into 
consideration, Mr. Justice Ghosh’s claims admit of a0 question. Weare however 
glad that he has not‘been superseded. 


19. A correspondent ony: Nihar (Contei] of the 10th April writes that 
é manner in which the second Deputy Magistrate 

1 . oe ae ; 
nage pa e on rac at Contai disposes of cases is most unsatisfactory. 


a He shows an undue partiality for conviction, and 
his judgments are reversed on appeal. 


Mupint Barpiav, 
April 4th, 1906, 


Brnar Ba WDHOU; 
April 5th, 1906, 


Dat.y Hitavant, 
Apri] 6th, 1906, 


BIRBHUM V4RTA, 
April 7th, 1906, 


Howrah HItTalIsHl, 
April 7th, 1906, 


BaNnGaDaRPAN, 
April 7th, 1906. 


Vakils, muktars, the amia and all are dissatisfied 


HiTs VARTA, 
April 8th, 1906, 


Niwak, 
April luta, 1906. 
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Two extracts are then. given, .in order to show that he has on occasion, 
come in for censure at the hands of his superiors. They are from judgments 
by the Juint-Magistrate and the Collector, respectively :— | ; 

(1) “The appellant has been sentenced ta one year’s ri imprison. 
ment on one charge under section 379, Indian Penal Code. There was op) 
one transaction in which the paddy of several Joss were reaped, and although 
the Deputy Magistrate has not framed those different charges, he has pass 
sentence of four months for each plot, with an aggregate of one year. He 
exercises second class power, and he cannot pass a sentence of one year's impri- 
sonment on one charge. The sentence in the first place is illegal. In the seeond 
place his judgment is exactly what a judgment should not be. The judgment 
is not written according to law; he has not discussed the evidence, and after 
discussing a ruling, he dismisses the evidence for prosecution by saying: ‘The 
case for prosecution is proved by the evidence of seven witnesses’; what these 
witnesses prove individually he is silent.about, and he is in such a hurry to 
write his judgment that he could not spare the time to spell the words properly, 
but wrote ‘accd.’ instead of ‘tie accused’, The statement of the accused has 
again been written illegibly in English. These irregularities have again and 
again been pointed out to him, but he has taken no notice. I donbt if he ig fit 
to exercise second class power, and if he disregards the order of this Court in 
future, serious notice should be taken of his conduct,” 

* ° * 


s 


‘* But it passes my comprehension how a Magistrate can pass a sentence of 
one year’s rigorous imprisonment for this. The sentence is not only illegal as 
pointed out before, but absurd.” 

* * 3 ® 

“The Subdivisional Officer. Contai, is requested to draw the Deputy 
Magistrate’s special attention to paragraph 1.” 

(2) ‘* The Lower Court should render itself more familiar with the Evi- 
dence Act, and not mark as exhibits documents which are not to be marked s0 
and not admissible in evidence.” 


(d)— Education. 


<0. Referring to the circular recently issued by Sir A. Pedler on the 
iis ecciaeh Mhteiaaticanh Chau’ question of the relatious of officers of the Educa- 
recent meueonairee tion Department in the mufassal with the District 
Officers, the Sri Sri Vishnupriya-o-Ananda Bazar Patrika { Calcutta] of the 5th 
April writes :— 
Our readers will easily understand why this circular was issued. They, 
of course, remember the doings of the fearless Head-masters at Madaripur and 
Mymensingh. Our officials see that the schools are likely to be fruitful sources 


of danger in the future. Accordingly means should, in their opinion, be 


adopted betimes to bring these institutions directly under the control of the 
executive. Henceforth Magistrates and constables of police, whenever they 
like, will be able to parade their authority in the schools, and the officers of the 
Education Department will merely be so many marionettes moved by strings 
held in the hands of the Magistrate and the police. | 
21. We are informed, says the Sanjivani |Calcutta] of the 5th April, 
A European Professor of ‘hat it is at the advise of Mahamahopadhyays 
Sanskrit for the Calcutta Presi- Pandit Hara Prasad Sastri that Government has 
dency College. decided to appoint a European Professor of Sanskrit 
in the Presidency College, in order that he may succeed the Pandit as Principal 
of the Sanskrit College after the latter’s retirement from service. In his own 
opinion, the Sastri is at present the only member of the Bengal Educational 
Service who combines in himself profound Sanskrit scholarship with @ 
knowledge of philological criticism, a science which is preculiarly the propery 
of Europe. It seems that according to him no Bengali Pandit possesses suc 
knowledge, proficiency in which must be an essential qualification for a Principal 
of the Sanskrit College. Neither Pandit Rai Rajendra Chandra Sastri, nor 
Pandit Kali Prasanna Bhattacharyya, nor Mahamahopadhyaya Pandit Sastis 
Chandra Vidyabhusan, is considered by the present Principal of the College 
a fit person to fill his place after his retirement. = 


( 809 ) 
99, The Basumati [Calcutta] of the 7th April takes the Government to 


_ _ task.for having given Professor Tipning of the: 
English Professors verews Native Drosidency College, Calcutta, a lift from the 


wae 394 Provincial to the Indian Education Service in 


supersession of the claims of many deserving Native Professors, and also for 
having proposed to appoint an Englishman:as Professor of Sanskrit in that 
College, although its professorial staff already includes two learned native 
Sanskrit scholars. The learning of Pandit Satis Chandra Vidyabhusan, who 
has been pining on 4 paltry salary of Rs. 150 per month, has been rewarded 
by an empty Mahamahopadhyaship; but when the time comes to appoint a 
Professor of Sanskrit on high pay, the authorities will get an Englishman for 


the post. 
23. Referring to the proposal to establish a school of practical arts in 
-—-— gonnection with the Sibpur Engineering College, 
The proposed Arts Institution th4 Sanyioani [Calcutta] of the 5th April hopes 
st Sibpur. | ‘ , ‘ . . 
that Lord Minto will not spoil the institution by 
appointing to it a number of worthless Europeans. The Pusa Agricultural 
College has lost much of its usefulness through the appointment of an indigo- 
planter, Mr. Coventry, as its Principal. The appointment of Mr. Finlow and 
that of Mr. Smith to the Agricultural Department have also been equally bad 
and harmful. All this has led people to think that what Government really 
wants is not improvement of arts, industries and agriculture, but the creation 
of a number of lucrative berths for Europesns. 


24, Referring to the project to establish two training institutions fot 
6 ick female teachers for girls’ schools in Bengal, a corre- 
brent and female ecuca- ‘spondent of the same paper says that Musalmans 
generally do not send their girls to school, nor 
are Hindu parents willing to allow their girls to continue their studies in 
school after they are 9 or 10 years of age. This makes the prospect of 
girls’ schools in Bengal very gloomy, however much the authorities may labour 
for their improvement. In this state of things any money desired to be 
spent for such schoo!s should be spent with caution and circumspection. 
ree schools for girls should be established at all principal places, and 
arrangements should be made for giving prizes and scholarships to girls reading 
in them. Old and venerable Pandits should be appointed on Re. 20 or Rs. 25 
per month to teach the girls, As for Hindu girls, they will never continue 
‘their studies in school after their marriage, no matter whether their 
teachers be males or females. As for turning out female teachers, it will be 
enough for the present purpose, if training classes, like the one which at present 
exists in the Brahmo girls’ school, are opened in the Bethune College, the 
Bankipore Female School and the Dacca Eden Female School. If Government 
establishes schools for training female teachers and appoints highly paid 
Evropean ladies in them, people will be led to think that Government’s real 
intention is simply to provide a number of white ladies with appointments. 
25. The same paper oe ent : an inspection of the wr Ukil 
nstitution by Mr. Stapleton, Inspector of Schools, 
Pines eapecter of Gchocis, Daces Dacca Division, on the 56th M ‘seh Yast, in which it 
is said that the Inspector behaved very discour- 
teously towards the Head-master and teachers of the school. It is also alleged 


that Mr. Stapleton took away with him a number of account books, etc, 
belonging to the school, some of which he has afterwards refused to return. 


The writer asks how long will this Fuller form of administration continue 
to replace the truly British form in Eastern Bengal. 


26. A correspondent of the Mikir-o-Sudhakar |Calcntta] of the 6th April 

The question paper in Persian in Strongly attacks Shame-ul-Ulama Maulvi Ashraf Ali 
the last University Entrance Khan for having in the question. paper in Persian, 
Examination. _ Which he set in the last Entrance examination 
of the Calcutta University, required from the candidates large pieces of original 
composition in the language, and for having simultaneously diminished the 
marks which hitherto attached to translation work from Persian into English, 
for having put questions on scanning, metre, allusion and the like, and 
finally for having extracted two passages from the Koran and required 
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lanations of Persian passages in Persian, the tendency of all of which. ;: ; 
er was to make the paper more fit for the B.A. than for the oh 

27. The Hinds Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 9th April draws attention to 

; the stiffness of the Sanskrit paper set at the last 

- 5 ag Soran? Paper at the last BA, Examination, und says that it was probably 

wryriomec ape ah) set by the examiners to exhibit their own merits 
rather than to test those of the examinees. 

28. The Swades (Calcutta) of the 9th April writes that the Government of 
Bengal has lately sent up a suggestion to the India 
Office to reserve five of the higher posts in the 
we Education Deparment of the Province asa mono 
poly for educationists from England alone. | 

The paper takes this occasion to speak of the injustice which is being 
inflicted on. men like Dr. P. ©, Ray, and Messrs Mahalanavis and Mitra in 
being kept from pure race considerations out of the highest posts in the Depart- 
ment, for which they are fully qualified by their educational attainmerts, and of 
the comparative absence of such considerations in the Education Department 
in the past, when men like Bhudev, Mahes, Isan, Pyari Charan Sirkar, 
Prasanna Kumar Sarvadhikary took equal rank and pay with their Euro 
pa like Sutcliffe, Woodrow, Clarke, Croft, Tawney, Bellett, Hliot, 

artin, etc. 


. Eoropeans and Indians in the 
Education Department. 


(e)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


29. The Kasipur Nivasi ( Barisal] of the 4th April writes that a European 

vaccinator lately vaccinated a number of persons 
at village Khanjapur, near the Gaurnadi station 
| in Buckerganj. In one case the patient bled from 
the part vaccinated and died in consequence. In a number of cases besides 
fever, dysentery and measles ensued. The infection gradually spread through 
the entire village, and a8 a consequence 35 boysand girls have died in the 
course of a month and-a-half and eight more are still lingering between life 
and death. Aun inquiry is urgently called for into the startling facts revealed 
above. 


- Allesed cases of death from 
vaccination in Backerganj. 


(9)—Ratlways and communications, including canals and irrigation. 


80. The Sri Sri Vishnupriya-o- Ananda Bazar Patrika [Calcutta] of the 5th 
is m a wea 8 a sage of ~rebeseurmer “3 Ly have 
ird class passengers on the been issu . Burt, Manager of the Eastern 
— we abet Bengal Sate SB saly to his schealinahe staff, with 
the object of securing the comfort of 3rd class passengers travelling on that line; 
and, commenting on them, writes that some amount of good might ensue if the 
station officials strictly acted up to the rules of guidance issued by Mr. Burt. 
But experience has shown that the observance of rules in such cases depends 
mainly on the example and attitude of the Station-masters. These rules by them- 
selves will not therefore do much good. Mr Burt should draw the attention 
of Station-masters to the necessity of strict observance of the rules in question. 
$1. Referring to a number ofrules promulgated by Mr. Burt, the Manager 
Certain rules issed by the Of the Eastern Bengal State Railway, for the guid- 
anthorities of the Kastern Bengal ance of railway employés in their dealings with 
State Railway. passengers, the Sanjivani [Calcutta] of the 5th April 
regrets to notice that none of these rules relate to passengers’ luggage, and 
says that something should be done to prevent passengers being obliged to 
pay bribes for getting their luggage booked. 

82. The Basumati [Calcutta] of the 7th April takes the authorities of the 
| ppeciotment. of Sieket-delles- Eastern Bengal State Railway to task for having 
tora on the Eastern Bengal state filled six vacant posts of ticket-collectors on the 
Railway. line exclusively with Eurasiuns. It may be said 
that Hiodus and Musalmans are not so fit for the ticket-collecting work 
as are the feringi relatives of tl:e railway authorities, but the Head ticket- 
collector at Sealdah is u native und a very able officer at the same time. 


“ 
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$3. +=The same paper complains that now-a-days 


passengers ha ving luggages 


‘with them are put to foe inconvenience ‘at 
Alleged railway oppression at §eoaldah: even the smallest bundle has to be weighed, 
Bealdah. and possengers are not allowed to take anything 


with them. At the same time refuse to take their baggages in the 
brake-van and are often seen to kick beggages out ofthe van. siti 
34. The Howrah Hitaishs [Howrah | of the 7th April asserts on the author- 
ity of a correspondent that the Traffic Superinten- 
dent: of the East Indian Railway at Howrah, who 
is about to retire, not content with the 80,000 rupees which is due in such 
an event to him from the Provident Fund, has requested that each clerk should 
be made to contribute not more than a day’s pay to his assistance financially. 
$6. Referring to the appointment of ‘a Drainage: Nommittee for the 
Presidency Division, the swades [Calcutta] of the 
p rhe Drainare Committee for the 9th April expresses the opinion that it is the several 
oe railway lines in the Province which constitute the 
most serious sources of obstruction to the drainage, and that unless the 
construction of a sufficient number of water under them are insisted 
on by Government, the mere re-excavation of a few silted-up streams like the 
Bhairab will not be productive of much effect in the direction desired. The 
hope is also expressed that the enquiries of the Committee will be extended 
to the Burdwan Division also, and that no suggestion of a special drainage cess 
will be made by Government in connection with these operations. 


(h)— General. e 


86. The Charu Mihir [Mymensingh] of the 3rd April quotes the followin 

_ passage from Lord Minto’s speech in Coun 
are and the ewadeshs during the recent budget debate :— 

_ “7 gay to the supporters of swadesht—that 
much-abused word—that if swadeshi means an earnest endeavour to develop 
home industries in an open market for the employment and for the suppl 
of the people of India, no one will be more heartily with them than myself. 
But if by swadesht is meant an inability to recognise the signs of the times, 
a mistaken desire to maintain industrial systems Jong out of date, to create false 
markets by prohibiting the people of India from the purchase of better and 
cheaper goods, it will have no sympatby from me.” 
and comments on it as follows :— | 
- We cannot nee this opinion of the Viceroy’s, To talk of Indians 
competing with the English in trade! Iingland is the wealthiest country in the 
world and ours is the poorest. It can never therefore be possible for Indians to 
win in a competition with the English in trade. It is doubtful if the principles 
advocated by Lord Minto can apply even to the case of Englund at the present 
time. A powerful statesman like Mr. Chamberlain is now going about declaring 
= commercial policy advocated by Lord Minto is injurious to England’s 
interests. : 

__ In every independent country, the Government carefully protects its 
infant industries. In this country we can look for no such assistance. The 
improvement. of our industries and commerce means loss to England, and no 
Englishman will be found large-hearted enough to conserve the interests of 
India at the sacrifice of those of his own country. Where, then, is progress 
for our infant industries to be locked for, except from the efforts of the people 
of the country themselves ? | 

_ Qur swadeshs is only what is styled ‘protection’ in other countries. As 
Sir Edward Buck has ‘ose it, the swadeshi movement, so far as it restricts the 

urchase of other than home-made articles, is of the nature of protection. 
It will not be our good fortune to curry Lord Minto’s sympathy with us.. The 
inner sentiments of the Government towards the swadeshi are well revealed 
by its action in levying excise on the outturn of the cotton mills in Bombay. 
It has not been thought desirable by Government, even with the large surpluses 
now available, to abolish this duty. It is not that Government has not on 
occasions assisted European merchants in India, But: we have still to know 
whether it has equal regard for Jndians. 
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If we are’ not to pass our lives as despised cats and dogs, we must 
eschew the use of foreign things just as we shun poison. Political economy 
may condemn such an idea, but economics is not yet a perfect science, and its 
iealing principles are still matters on which erent opinions are held by 
different suthorities. | | 

87. Referring to the remarks made by the Viceroy on the swadeshi move. 

Saggy porns ment in the course of hisrecent speech in the Supreme 
eee Legislative Council, the Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 
7th April says that in no country can an infant industry — r, unless it is 
protected against powerful foreign competition. The English Government 
may not, at present, recognise this principle, but the Government of all other 
civilised countries in the world, not even excepting those of English colonies, 
recognise and act upon it. There was a time when England also had to gay 
her woollen indust by imposing heavy duties on imported cotton and silken 
goods, Even now Mr. Chesitierlain heads a strong and intelligent body of 
protectionists in England. And Mr. Chamberlain’s fiscal policy is only 
another form of our swadesht principle. The English Government will not 
protect the young industries of India. The Indians have, therefore, no other 
course left to them but to boycott foreign articles as much as possible and 
purchase country-made articles in a dear market, till these industries become 
powerful enough to hold their own ina free market. The Indian boycott ig 
not an end in itself; it is a means to an end, viz., the improvement of Indian 
arts and industries. Lord Minto says that old-fashioned looms can never be 
expected to compete successfully with powerful modern looms in a free market, 
This is true, but the replacement of manual labour by machinery hus also its 
disadvantages, In England it has made labour scarce, amassed wealth in 
the hands of a few capiitalista, made the labouring class poorer in the same 
proportion, and, consequently, become the fruitful source of strikes and 
even bloodshed, and all this in spite of the fact that England possesses a world- 
wide foreign market for her goods. But for foreign competition, India’s wants 
can be easily supplied by her own artisans without the help of machinery. 
38. The Hitavarta [Calcutta] of the 8th April has the following :— 
nee e official class have invented a new contri- 
The official attitude towards the vance for checking the swadeski. They pretend 
” | to be the true friends of the movement with the 
object of crushing it with the help of the people of the country. The 
appointment of special constables at Rangpur and the plucing of the Gurkha 
soldiers at Barisal and of punitive police at Bonaripara are the results of 
the friendliness of the officials towards the swadeshi. It is strange that 
those officials who call themselves the sympathisers of the swadeshs commit 
the greatest oppression. Such shamelessness was never seen before. Lord 
Minto in his budget speech said that he was opposed to the abuses of 
swadeshi, but His Excellency has not yet explained what constitutes such 
abuses. What His Excellency hasin mind may be compared to one’s ealling 
aman to learn swimming and then forbidding him to get into the water. 
bt og thought that a ruler of Lord Minto’s experience would behave 
eac ° d 


' So much for Lord Minto. Now let us see Sir Bampfylde Fuller's swadeshs. 
Having failed to suppress swadesht by his various acts of oppression, he has 
taken a new course. He has issued an order that all text-books used in schools 
should be printed on country-made paper with country-ink. We should, 
however, hold ourselves aloof from such friends who are like a vessel full 
of vonom, with a little milk on the top, as they are the more dangerous for 
it. Addressing such friends, the paper continues:—‘“ Why are you giving up 
your enmity. and becoming friends? Pretend yourselves however much as — 
well-wishers of the swadesht no one will now believe you. You will not 
be able to conceal your real self from those who have seen your real face. 
The result of your false efforts will be that you will lose the little respect that 
the people have still for you. We therefore beseech you not to be impostors. 
If, however, you are really become a friend of swadeshi, give us fangite 
proof of. the same. Lip-expressions will no longer win the le’s. faith 
towardsthe British rule. We, however, feel ashamed at your conduct. Are 
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not the people pained at heart to see the duplicity of those who are entitled 
to respect as representatives of the Sovereign ? ee 
39. Commenting on the budget speech of Lord Minto, the Hinds 
Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 9th April writes as 
Lord Minto and swadeshs. follows :— sc 
Seeing how the European mind is agitated on hearing of the swadeshs 
movement, who would not be anxious to learn how sweet do the remarks on 
the subject sound when they come from Lord Minto’s lips ? 
® * ° ° ‘ * . 
A perusal of His Excellency's remarks will lead the public to the con- 
clusion that he spoke tie real truth, and that he was right to a large 
extent. But His Excellency has made a mistake at the very outset. His 
Excellency has overlooked the fact that all over Europe and America it is 
recognized as a principle that an industry while in its infancy needs to be 
protected from competition. Does not His Excellency know that the sugar 
industry of the West Indies as well as British India has already ceased to 
exist, and that when the American capitalists started large iron foundries, 
England became very nervous lest its industries might be ruined? In spite of 
the defeat of Mr. Chamberlain, many economists are still his followers as 
regards protection. If the Indians have therefore to repair to a free market 
with their goods, Indian industries will have no occasion to raise their head. 
40. The Suhrid Seg ee of a i A . _— “ a tegang of 
stan _ astern Bengal and Assam for having ceuse 
na an ee & ie give its as at for printing in Noakhali to two 
Bengal. Hindu printing firms in the town which had been 
for a long time past executing such orders very satisfactorily. These orders 
are now being given to a Musalman firm. The writer objects to this action 
as indicating a desire to make race distinction, and hopes that Sir B. Fuller 
will reconsider the question. 
41. The Dacca Prakash [Dacca] of the 4th April praises Mr. LeMesurier, 
“© te a the new Commissioner of the Dacca Division, as 
sioner of the Dacca Division. «20 Officer who during the short time he has been 
in his present office, has succeeded in acquiring the 
heart-felt esteem of the Dacca public by his amiabiity and bonevoleuce. 
42, Referring to the statement made by the Hon’ble Mr. Richardson 
a in the Bengal Legislative Council to the effect 
. that, as wild animals are decreasing in the country, 
fewer licenses are being issued to the people for keeping fire-arms, the 
Medint Bandhav [Midnapore) of the 4th April says that the value of 
Mr. Richardson’s argument can be easily judge by anybody. In the Midna- 
pore district, instances are not rare of people being killed by wild animals or 
oppressed by budmashes for want of fire-arms. 
43, The Samvad Pravakar [Calcutta] of the 6th April suggests the 
“Piecechands” at the two esirability of. a mitting the ‘‘ piece-hands” em- 
Government presses, and the grain ployed at the two Government presses at Calcutta 
compensation allowance. to the benefits of the “ grain e ompensation 
allowance” lately sanctioned by Government for its permanent employés 
drawing pay at rupees sixteen or less a month. It is pointed out that these 
piece-hands, besides being a numerically strong class of Government servants, 
are subject to all the rules and regulations relating to permanent employés, 
such as liability to fines for being absent or for being late in attendance. It 
is further urged that many among them have long peripds of continuous 
service under Government to their credit. , 


44, The Hitavadi (Calcutta) of the 6th April writes that Mr. Baker’s 


, recent statement in Council, in reply to a sug- 

a ee ona, gestion from Mr. Apcar to increase the minimum 
income assessable to income-tax, that an income of 

a thousand rupees in India is equivalent to one of two thousand five hundred 
in England, is most regrettable, It is impossible for an Indian with an 
income of a thousand to enjoy the conveniences of an Englishman with an 


income of a thousand and-a-half. Further though food and clothes por head 
cost less to an Indian than to an Englishman, Indian house-holders have 
to spend in the aggregate larger sums than English householders, in 
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supporting numerous dependants, fn medical relief, in marriage expense of 
daughters, etc. It is @ rare experience now-a-days to find a man with ap 
income of a hundred per mensem who can make both ends meet withont 
frequent borrowings. It was not creditable for Mr. Baker, in view of the 
surplus in the treas this year, to dismiss so lightly as he has done the 
humane and just suggestion of Mr. Apcar. 
45. The Daily Hitavadi [Ca cutta] of the 7th April states, on the 
authority of a respectable local correspondent, 
Alleged humilistion of two that two Musalinan, zamindars of emirence at 
eameameneriseae Saran were lately grossly insulted by Mr. Le 
the local Subdivisional Officer, for having failed to provide rasad for him, 
by being made to stand, with bended knees and carrying each too pieces of 
brick in their palms in the presence of about five hundred persons and ex- 
posed to the sun. The zamindars subsequently brought their case to the 
notice of the District Magistrate, the Divisional Commissioner and the Chief 
Secretary to Government, but no replies were vouchsated by any of these author. 
ities. As a Jast resource, a notice was served (A ‘Mr. Ley for damages at 
Rs. 10,000, wherupon Mr, Ley has expresed a wish for compromising the 
matter. : 
46. The Bharat Mitra  omgeron of the ith April is sorry to hear that 
e present Director-General of Post-office, Sir 
Arthur Fanshawe, is going to retire. The noblest 
uality in him was that he was impartial in dealing with his officers, whether 
Rarepein or native. They were so satisfied with him that when he fell ill 
tha Bengali clerks went to Kalighat to offer puja for his recovery. 
47. ‘The Dacca mene Frage. of the 9th April writes as follows in 
nglish :— 

‘ The new Secretary of State for India, Hon’ble 
Mr. John Morley, popularly known as ‘‘ Honest John,” has been pleased to 
say, in the House of Commons, in reply to a question regarding the partition 
of Bengal, that it was an accomplished fact, and, as such, it was too late to ask 
the India Government to start afresh. He also took particular care to assure 
the House that a large sum of money had already been spent in building the 

ubernatorial residential buildings, and, should the present arrangement be 
distarbed, that vast sum would be wholly lost. A persual of Mr. Morley’s 
speech will lead one to infer that it is only the question of expenditare that 
stands in the way of his acceding to the earnest prayers of the Bengalis. But 
we wish Mr. Morley had told the whole truth. alf truths are far from con- 
vincing and do not tend to advance the cause for which they are resorted to. 
We will try to narrate all the facts in connection with the expenditure for re- 


Sir Fanshawe Arthur. 


“The Gubernatorial quarters.” 


sidential quarters. 

Mr. John Morley will be surprised to hear that the expenditure he speaks 
of has been incurred in building temporary quarters for the Lieutenant- 
Governor upon private grounds, secured through the courtesy of the Nawab 
Bahadur. Asa temporary residence, the money is lost in any case. Will 
Mr. Morley deign to enquire why this vast outlay has been made for temporary 
quarters ? Why this duck-and-drake play with people’s money ? cli 

No other building has yet been constructed. Lands are being acquired, 
and the plans and estimates are being elaborated. ll the offices have been 
accommodated in hired houses. Not only this. The clerical staff has been 
appointed provisionally for six months. Under the circumstances, we do not 
see what insurmeuntable difficulties lie in the way of vetoing the whole 
scheme—to quote the well-known words : “a breath can unmake it as a breath 
has made.” Lord Minto may, if so advised, with a single stroke of his pen, 
undo what his predecessor in office did with one stroke of his powerful pen in 
the teeth of all oppositions without in any way dislocating the administrative 
machinery of the country. 

As we have said, only temporary arrangements have been made for three 
months’ residence of His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor at Dacca at a cost 
of about one lakh and seventy-five thousand rupees! Without undergoing this 
heavy expenditure and without placing themselves under obligation to the 
Nawab Bahadur, the authorities could have ma d to make the ‘“ Brahma- 
kund” steamer serve the said purpose as well, if not better still. 
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Besides, if we are rightly informed, there is already a sort of understand- 
ing that after the enaley Tf three years, for which period the Nawab 
Bahadur’s land bas been taken, the house will be handed over to the Nawab 
Bahadur at a certain valuation. We write under correction, Should our in- 
formation prove to be true, then the anxiety on the score of this outlay is 


simply unnecessary. What more need wo say ? To summarise-—— 

(a) Temporary sheds have been erected for a temporary purpose, with 
the proviso that they are to be handed over to a certain party 
for a certain sum as soon as their special necessity is over. 

b) All the offices are located in hired houses. Me 

5 The whole clerical staff has been appointed provisionally for six 


months. 
‘gap in declaring 


Will Mr. Morley, in the presence of these conditions, 
the partition as complete beyond all rir of modification 
| lows in English :— 
The Hon’ble Mr. L. Hare is pretty well 


48. The same paper writes as fo 

wn in this part of the country. He was at the 
head of the Dacca district for many years and at the head of this Division 
for ashort time. It is owing to his exertions and indefatigable zeal that Wari 
resents so fine a spectacle as it does. When he was transferred elsewhere, the 
ari people deeply regretted that he was not retained here some time longer 
to make the quarter what he desired it to be. He is now the Senior Member of 
the Board of Revenue, It will gladden many a heart to hear that to- 
morrow he takes over charge, though as a temporary measure, from Sir 
Andrew Fraser, the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, who starts for Bombay 
en route to England immediately after making over charge, or aday or two 
later. We wish the Lieutenant-Governor a happy voyage home, and his locum 
teneng all success in the new sphere of activity during his short tenure of 

office. | 

49, A correspondent of the Nihar [Contai] of the 10th April says that 
the want of a peon in the Tetanala post-office, in 
the Midnapore district, causes great inconvenience 
and sometimes loss to peuple, because letters, etc.,'are not delivered in proper 
time. The attention of the authorities is drawn to the matter. 

50. The Murshidabad Pratinidht (Murshidabad] of the 10th April points 
out that Berhampur, Khagra and Saidabad are 
populous centres of commerce, which are served b 
only one telegraph office at present (that at the Berhampur Barracks post: office}. 
It is suggested that this is an icconyenient arrangement to the people of ‘these 


places. The authorities are accordingly requested to open a new telegraph office 
at the Khagra post-office. 


His Honour Mr. L. Hare. ®bno 


A postal complaint. 


Wanted a new Telegraph office. 


V.—PRosPECTS OF THE CROPS AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


51. The Charu Mihir [Mymensingh] of the 38rd April writes that the 
price of rice is still gradually rising. Last week 
we distress in Mymen- 9¢ Mymensingh town a maund sold for prices 
a ) tee five rupees nine annas to five rupees 
twelve annas. The prices of all edibles have gone up three to fourfold. The 
condition of things in the mufassal is most regrettable. There are hundreds 
who are compelled to content themselves with only one meal a day. 
Government will not recognize famine conditions to be prevailing, until 
rs begin to die of starvation in numbers, The present lamentable state of 
astern Bengal was brought to the notice of Sir B. Fuller, but all the reply 
that His Honour vouchsafed to that appeal was that there was no ground for 
alarm, as the price of rice was on the 3 Na 
52. The Suhrid [Noakhali] of the 8rd April says that rice is 
tinct sins aeniei selling at the rate of eight seers in the rupee 
ict. SS StC<CS”~t<iéiasth’ Oona istrict. Distress has become 


severe, 
53. A correspondent of the Medini Bandhav [Midnapore] of the 4th 
icinsns tn Chaniad April reports failure of crops in the Contai sub- 


division of the Midnapore district. Distress has 
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become severe, and famine is said to be imminent. The Nithar new per of 
Contai says that famine, ‘pestilence, theft and dacoity have all combi to 
effect the ruin of the inhabitants of the subdivision. The culprits in mog, 
cases of theft and dacoity are going untraced. The District Magistrate ig too 
busy with his motor car to look after these things. _ 

54. The Sanjivant [Calcutta] of the 5th April quotes a table from the 
Eastern Bengal and Assam Gazette of the 31st March 
last, which shows, side by side, the prices of rica 
which prevailed during the last year and those 
which prevail at present in the different districts of the new Province, and says 
that this table iteelf proves the danger of the present situation in the country. 
Distress prevails throughout the Province, Sir B. Fuller is now staying at 
Shillong, but although famine has broken out in # severe form in the 
Cherapunji hills very near the town, no arrangement has been made to relieyo 
the sufferers. Reports of distress have arrived from Chittagong and ‘Tippera. 
But Sir Bampfylde’s Government is so much busy checking the swadeshi move. 
ment that it has no time to devote to these matters. 

55. The Sré Sri Vishnupriya-o-Ananda Bazar Pairika eeatia) of the 

oe 5th April writes that the pinch of distress is bein 
B = famine in Eastern severely felt in parts of Eastern Bengal, The 
ai price of rice and other edibles is daily rising. The 
cultivators have neither stocks of grain nor money. They have taken to 
working on wages as day-labourers. But what is the resource left to the 
respectable poor? No relief is to be looked for from Government, which will 
do nothing to check famine until people begin to die of starvation, 


Distress in Eastern Bengal and 
Assam. 


VI. — MisceELLANEovus, 


56, ifrom the Trade Statistics published, says the Bharat Mitra (Calcutta) 
of the7th April, it appears that the trade policy 
of the foreign nations has done much more to 
subjugate the Indians than their military prowess. If the system of carrying 
off India’s wealth by foreign nations goes on without any effort being made to 
revive indigenous industries, a serious calamity is sure to befall the country ere 


Indian trade. 


long. 

The paper then exhorts the Indians to be up and doing, and to be content 
for the present with the use of what is produced in the country. 

57. The Yugantar a of the 8th April says:— 

If a nation desires to be great, it must begin 
with a very high and generous ideal in politics. 
For us, we must give up imitating the English and discover such means for 
the attainment of our objects as are suited to our national character and 
situation. A high ideal capable of infusing a new life into rising India must 
be held before her eyes. This is the path of her salvation. 

58. The Daily Hitavadi | Calcutta] of the 10th April says that the more 

_ Government will oppress the Bengalis, the more will 

Government and the swadeshki they become alive to their duties and to the neces- 
movement. ° 4 ° ° 

sity of acquiring strength and opposing their 

rulers by all lawful means. If the authorities do not realise this, there will be 
danger of a serious disturbance occurring in Bengal, for which, however, the 

blame will lie more with them than with the people. The Bengalis have come 
to understand that the swadeski movement has given them power, and that this 


Political ideal for the Indians. 


_ power is more honourable than that which is the outcome of physical strength 
* or brute force. They will not therefore give up the swadeshi movement. | They 


know that brute force will be unable to stand long against the power generated 
by this movement. 


Urrya Papers. 


59. The Sambalpur Hitaishini [Bamra] of the 24th March states that 


 Webliicte Ree. there were heavy showers of rain accompadl 


_ by hail stones in that State in the last week, and 
that this has done great injury to the standing crops oe oe 
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Sambalpur) of the 26th March states that, though 
ore ee boge mpetd cloudy there in the last week, there 
Weather in Sambal par. was no rain. | 


h ondent of Manorama [Baripada] of 26th 
sige oe "Mare states that there were share showers of hail- 


Showers of hail-stones in Neya- stones at midday in the last week in that State, and 
a that the hail-stones were so many and so large 


they lay in heaps till 8 a. mM. the following morning. 
es 62. The 3 Urine and Navasamvad [Balasore] of the 28th March and the 


Weather in Balasore. 


but no rain. 
‘ 63. The Boad correspondent of the Orissavasi [Calcutta] of the 29th 


i rch states that there was a shower of yellow 
Yellow rain in Dead. dust in that State on the 5th March last at about 
2 rp. m. and that this phenomenon has created almost a sensation in the Boad 
State. 
64, The same paper states that, though the sky was cloudy at Calcutta in 
: the last week, there was little rain. The tempera- 
The weather in Calcutta, tnre is risiD g. | 
65. The Utkaldipika [Cuttack] of the 31st March regrets to find that, 
though the Mahanta of Fategarh applied to the 
The — repsir of the District Board for the repair of the Fategarh 
presale tank, the District Board of Cuttack has done 
nothing up to date to comply with the request. The tank is the source of 
water-supply to a large number of sick men aud women, who repair to the 
Fategarh temple for treatment arfd who remain there for many days. ‘The 
tank is also used by a large number of villagers. Under such « atate of 
things, the immediate attention of the District Board is drawn to the matter. 
66. The Orissavasi [Calcutta] of the 29th March states that the daily 
Peblio health in Cal mortality due to plague in that metropolis in the 
monte health in Walcatta. last week was about 3% and that due to cholera 
about 8. The small-pox is also said to prevail there. 
67. The Samvad Vahika (Balasore | of the 29th March states that cholera 
pee prevails in the interior of the Balasore district. — 
ablic health in Balasore. 


Samvad Vahtka [Balasore] of the 29th March state 
that there were clouds in the sky in the last week, 


68. The Garjatbasini [Talcher] of the 31st March states that the Raja 

ot _ Of that State has established an Ayurvedic dispen.- 

me i urvedic dispensary 12 gary in a comfortable house situated on the bank 

o. of the Brahmini in that State under the supervi- 

sion of two able medical practitioners. The dispensary is liked by the Talcher 
public and is doing a great deal of useful work. 


69. The Utkaldipika [Cuttack] of the 31st March states that the health 
The health of the Cuttack town, 2.020 Cuttack town is very bad, that chickea-pox 


reigns supreme and that the mortality due to 
cholera in the last week was five. 


70. ‘The Satyabadi correspondent of the same paper states that small- 


" ie pox, fever and cholera prevail in different parts of 
Public health in Puri, the Puri district. | 


71. The Cuttack correspondent of the Manorama [Baripada] of the 2nd 

pril points out that the health of the Cuttack 
town 1s deteriorating day by day and that @ 
_ , System of underground drainage is necessa 
to improve its sanitation. The correspondent draws the attention of the 
tae to the matter, and hopes that something will be done in connection with 
it. 


A system of underground 
drainage for Cuttack proposed. 


72, The Garjatbasins [Talcher] of the 31st March states that the sanita- 
a Ee of the Talcher town and its suburbs is in the 
charge of the Talcher police, which works under 


the immediate supervision of the Raja, who pays personal attention to every 
department of his State. | 
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73. The same paper etates that sanitation in villages in Dhenkanal and 

___. Other Tributary States isa myth. The police who 

Cleanliness and conservancy in are in charge. of it do very little to k . 

Garjat villages. . ) cep 

and rural sites neat and clean, In fact they are 

the hot-beds of cholera, fever and other contagious diseases. The authoritiog 

can do very little in the matter, so long as the villagers continue to remain ip. 
different to their own health and do not appreciate the value of conservan 

and cleanliness. It is a matter of great regret that the villagers have not in- 

telligence enough to understand their own interests. 


74, The Bhadrak correspondent of the Orissavas: | Calcutta] of the 29th 
i ite i ied March states that more than one hundred houses 
“abe in village Jagannathpur, in the Bhadrak sub. 
division in the Balasore district, were destroyed by fire, thereby causing great 
loss of property to the villagers concerned. 


75. The Garjatbasini [Talcher] of the 3lst March states that about 19 

ouses in Kundarbent Sahi, in Puri town, and 199 
houses in village Bhubaneswar, in district Puri 
were destroyed by fire on the night of the 13th March last. This accident has 
been the cause of great distress to many. 


76, The Bhadrak correspondent of the Samrad Vahika [Balasore] of 
the 29th March states that cattle-pox is creating 
__havoc in villages Ramchandrapur, Sahadagaria 
Mahisikatah and other villages in that subdivision of the Balasore district 
Many cattle are said to have died of the disease. 


77. The Sankhatras correspondent of the Uthaldipika [Cuttack] of the 

pene a 3lst March states that a peculiar kind of cattle 

Dy od _ disease is decimating cattle in that part of the 
Cuttack district. 


78. The native papers of Orissa regret to notice the death of the mother 
| ie of the Raja of Boad, who is said to have been a 
nie religious and charitable lady, always kind to the 
poor and distressed. 
79. The Uriya and Navasamvad [ Balasore | of the 28th March states that 
PS Spare _ the Raja of Bamra has started a new model farm 
new moder arm in Semra: in his State for the benefit and enlightenment of his 
agricultural subjects. 
80. The Utkaldipika [Cuttack] of the 31st March points out that several 
— in England are drawing the attention of the 
ecretary of State for India tothe fact that the 
Indians are day by day losing their confidence 
in the good faith of the British rule in India, aud urging him to devise 
some means whereby the Indian feeling could be somewhat soothed. The 
writer is of opinion that no such improvement is possible without granting 
er and privileges to the Indians, which they are eminently qualified to 
old. | 
81. The Uriya and Navasamvad [Balasore] of the 28th March and the 
RPE ee Utkaldipika [Cuttack] of the 3lst March draw the 
0 Kal Mnton Wonterence. attention of the publicto the ensuing meeting of 
the Utkal Union Conference at Balasore, and exhort everybody interested in 
the union of the Uriyas to do something whereby the national cause might 
prosper and advance. 
82. Referring to the Financial Statement published in a recent issue 
ie _.. af the India Gazette, the Uriya and Navasamvad 
Remission of taxation in India. [Bal anne 8] of 28th March: and the Utkaldipika 
[Cuttack] of the 3lst March observe that, though the remission of taxation 
wade in accordance with the declared policy of the new Secretary of State 18 
gratifying to the public; the people of Bengal can never forget that the road 
and public woiks cesses and the chaukidari tax are pressing ‘hard on them, 
and they will have no:rest or relief unless these taxes are remitted in full. 


Fires in the Puri district. 


Cattle-pox in Bhadrak. 


Confidence of Indians in British 
rule shaken. — 
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83, The Utkaldipika [Cuttack] of the 31st March states that the di 


_ Hindo-Muhammadan differences 1 ooome a source of great uneasiness to the people. 
gine anie The Hindus and the Muhammadans had settled 
themselves down in different parts of Orissa as peaceful subjects. There was 
no occasion for quarrel between them. It appears that some new forces are 
at work among them, and to the working of these may he attributed the recent 
riots and disturbances, which in certain cases had proved very d 


It is the duty of the District Officers to keep these new forces under their 


control, and to see that the differences or disturbances do not rise in magni- 
tude. 


The Uriya-Bengali controversy. -+i)| fighting with each other over the Uriya- 
Bengali question, the one taking the side of the Uriyas and the other that of 
the Renestis 


Farewell soiresto Mr. Egerton. blic, presented to Mr. Egerton, their late Collector, 


on his transfer from that district. The gentlemen of the Balasore station fed 


and clothed the poor and the hungry in honour of the occasion—a procedure - 


which needs adoption in other places on similar occasions. 
86. The same paper has every sympathy with the meeting at Jajpur, 
which under the presidency of its Subdivisional 
Officer has undertaken to erect a boarding house in 
connection with the Jajpur Higher English School 
for the benefit of the students reading in that institution. : 
87. The same paper is of opinion that the management of the Pal Lahera 
: State should be made over to the Raja of that 
Ro Py ~ aa of the State, who it is said is able and capable enough to 
manage the State independently. He is in a 
position to clear the small debt that has stood in the way of his installation to 
the Pal Lahera gadi. If he is pot permitted to be installed for any other 
reason, that reason should be made public. 
88. The same paper, as also ss contemporary of the Garjatbasini 


ae [Talcher] of the 3lst March, quotes instances to 
PR ial Sabdivisices! Oer of chow that the Subdivisional Offices of Jajpur 


exercises his — powers in a_ perfunctory 
manner. They recommend that he should not be put in charge of an import- 


A boarding house for students 
in Jajpur. : 


ant subdivision like Jajpur, as the discharge of Judicial and Executive functions — 


by the same officer requires a patient and judicial turn of mind coupled with 
firmness and foresight. 

89. The Utkaldipika [Cuttack] of the 31st March strongly objects to the 
es Re eS Hemet of Dr. Aamts Lal — — the aap 
bie reo ep School, Cuttack, on the ground that he is the only 

A a ee native of Orissa who has passed the highest 
medical examination in Calcutta, and has thus 
succeeded in making a living by adopting the medical profession, and that he 


has made the allopathic system a oy among the Uriyas, not only " his" 
riya 


teachings, but by his example. It is not advisable to transfer the only 
Doctor to Bengal. Though transfer is inevitable after every five years under 
the rules of the Department, there is no harm in making an exception in the 
case of an individual officer, The writer draws the attention of Mr. Duke, 
the Commissioner of Orissa, to the matter, and hopes that he will exercise his 
ene in the interest of the Doctor so as to keep him in Cuttuck for another 
ve years. | , : 
20. Referring to the deposition of a suboverseer belonging to the Irriga- 


non - | tion Department in a civil suit coming up before 
Objectionable plans ‘and 


Bits stig ening irri. oe second Munsif of Cuttack, the same paper 
mn points out that it is clear from the deposition of 
the sub-overseer- that the officers ‘of the Irrigation — 

Department generally adopt the plans and measurements of fields prepared in 
1878-1879 in assessing water-rates on irrigated fields: ‘The sub-overseers copy 


tween the Hindus and the Mahammadans have ™*-. Sist, 1906. 


34. The Utkaldarpan {Sembalpar] of the 26th March and the Uriya and  Urxarsantas, 
avasamrad [Balasore] of the 28th March are Man 26th, 1906, 


85. The Utkaldipika [Cuttack] of the 31st March draws the attention of Usratorma. 
the public to the farewell address of the Balasore ™s. ist. 190s. 
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out the ma in 1878-1879, aud mark the irrigated lands thereon ; 
green without ad ing any actual measurement. The maps thus - 
green are then transferred to the zilladars, who thereafter make 
measurements, It is strange that the Irrigation Department does not adopt 
the plans and measurements prepared in the last settlement that are com para- 
tively more correct and exact, but adopt the plans and measurements pr 
in 1878-1879 that must have been antiquated and incorrect, It is still more 
strange and objectionable for the sub-overseers to mark irrigated fields on the 
ma n without making any measurement. It is thus clear that this 
objectionable procedure of the Irrigation and the Canal Revenue Departments 
is one of the causes of discontent and dissatisfaction among the rate-payers, 
The writer hopes that the attention of the Chief Engineer may be drawn to 
this unsatisfactory state of things, and attempts made to adopt the plans and 
measurements of the last settlement, to mark the irrigated fields by actual 
measurements and to assess water-rates on the results of the same, 
91. Referring to the distribution of prizes to the students -of the girls’ 
school in Balasore, assembled together in the palace 
Mr. Dake on the state of female of Raja Baikunthanath De Bahadur of Balasore 
sass cu doe under the Presidency of Mr. Duke, the Com. 
missioner of Orissa, the Uriya and Navasamvad | Balasore] of the 28th March 
points out that the speech of Mr, Duke was very encouraging and gratifying to 
to the people of Balasore. Mr, Duke was of opinion that the value of female 
education was much appreciated by the Uriyas and that Balasore was far ahead 
of other districts in Orissa in educating its girls, He acknowledged the 
adinirable and disinterested services of Mr. Egerton, the late Collector of 
Balasore, in connection with female education in that district, and hoped that 
his example would be followed by his successors in office. He also thanked 
Raja Baikuntha Nath De Bahadur and other patriots in the Balasore district 
who had helped the cause of female education in Balasore. 


92. The same paper writes strongly against the Kindergarten system 
Kindergarten system of study troduced in the primary schools of Orissa without 
not suited to the primary schools experience or forethought. The system is not 
of Orissa. suited to the condition of students in prima 
schools, whose teachers have neither = nor industry nor - liances to teac 
principles, whose efficacy they do not themselves perceive, ‘I he guardians of 
children are as averse to this novel and foreign teaching as the teachers them- 
selves. It is simply waste of time and — to make the teachers and pupils 
pursue a system of study which they do not like at all, and in whose efficacy 
they have not the least confidence. 


93, A correspondent of the Manorama [Baripada] of the 2nd April makes 
a Bail ais it public that the Mayurbhanj train while starting 
ee from Rupasa to Baripada was compelled to halt 
near Ambagaria where Mr. Huggins, the Police Inspector of Mayurbhanj, and 
his suite were found standing on the rails and talking to one another freely 
and unconcernedly without taking the least notice that a train with full steam 
was about to pass over their heads, It is said that the driver of the train and 
Mr. Huggins compounded the matter between themselves without bringing the 
fact to the notice of the higher authorities. It is strange that Mr. Huggins 
should have been so unwise a8 to expose himself in the way that he did and 
thereby arrest the progress of a moving train whose passengers must have 
of the train should have 
n so negligent as not to have reported the matter to the Traffic Superinten- 
dent. The correspondent draws the attention of the Maharaja of Mayurbhap} 
and the Traffic Superintendent, Bengal Nagpur Railway, to the matter, hoping 
that such anomalies wili be strictly prohibited in the future. : 


94. The Sambalpur Hitaishini [Bamra] of the 24th March gives a short 
account of the tour of the Political Agent through 
Bamra, and observes that the dealings of the 
Political Agent with the people and Princes of 
Bamra were both fair and polite, The Political Agent was pleased with all that 
he saw in Bamra, and it is presumed that he carried away with him favo 


Inspection of Bamra by the 
Political Agent, Sambal pur. 


-Qpinions concerning the management of the Bamra Stute. 


RHEE oh ete Tne 


( $21 ) 


he Utkaldarpan [Sambalpur) of the 26th March supports the 
_—— oe sani rf the matriculates of Sambalpur, sub- 


A memorial of the Sambalpur mitted to His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor of 
——— Bengal through the Deputy Commissioner of 


ambalpur, praying for permission to appear in the Pleadership Examination, 
whieh ouaiies iam its cndidiben higher qualifications than success in the 
University Entrance Examination. The memorialists claim the privilege on the 
grounds that the Uriyas are a backward people and that similar ei have 
long been granted to the Assamese by the High Court of Judicature at Calcutta, 
to the people of the United Provinces and of Burma by the respective High 
Courts of those Provinces. The writer admits that the bar of Orissa is over- 
crowded, but this overcrowding does not affect the contention of the memorialists, 
for the number of Uriya pleaders in it is very small. The presence of too many 
foreign pleaders in the bar of Orissa is not gratifying to look at, as they only 
suck up the sustenance of the people without making any substantial return 
to them for the large amount of wealth that they amass. Orissa is far behind 
Assam in education and enlightenment, and while Assam boasts of its civilians, 
Orissa has not even one civilian to count. The writer hopes that the prayer 
of the memorialists will be granted by the Lieutenant-Governor. 
96. The same paper agrees with its contemporary of the Star of Utkal 
that a Rajkumar or special College conducted on 
fo On amat College proposed special lines has become necessary in Orissa for the 
Te education of its minor Chiefs and their relations. 
The education of the native Chiefs and the members of their families is a 
subject of supreme importance to the Government, for upon their well-being 
depend the happiness and prosperity of large numbers of human beings. 
The writer is of opinion that the Chiefs may be called upon to contribute 
towards the establishment of the institution, except those who have paid 
handsome donations forthe Rajkumar College at Raipur. The writer thinks 
that it is not advisable to locate the College either at Sambalpur or Cuttack’ 
for both of them are at the extremities of Orissa and are unconnected with 
each other by a direct railway. 


AssAM PAPERS. 


97. The Paridarsak [Sylhet] of the 4th April cordially welcomes a 

ae _ report which has reached it from reliable sources 

Pd model girls school at Sil- that it is the intention of the Government of Eastern 

Bengal and Assam to open at Silchar a model girls, 

school on the lines of those already opened at Sir B. Fuller’s initiation at Sylhet 
and Habiganj. 


98. The same paper writes that thefts occur almost every night in the » 


eae _ ., Villages under the jurisdiction of the Hingajia thana, 
Thefts in the thana of Hingejia. ond that it has become exceedingly ean 


for anybody to dare to speak out against the thieves. He is oppressed and 
harassed in various ways the moment he steps out of his home. Seeking 
redress from the police is not always safe either, as will be evident from the fate 
of a man of village Mauraj who lost several valuables, and into the bargain got 
accused under section 211 by the police to whom he had gone for assistance 
in the detection of the thieves. 
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I.—Foreian POLitics. 


| »dian Mirror again refers to the national and independent !s>us Mmsos, 
a spirit’ that has been awakened in China as the Apri 1006 
ee result of the ‘persistent domineering’ of the 

European powers, to whom the Asiatic has become an eyesore. This 
oppressive treatment has aroused 4 4 keen sense of patriotism among the 
Chinese, as also a feeling of hatred, which -was shown in & practical manner 
by the boycott of American goods. ‘China for the Chinese” is now the 
universal cry, and the whole-hearted efforts that are being made by the Reform 
Party render it very probable that China will be a free nation once more. 
The rise of Japan has been wonderful, but the future prowess of China will 
be yet more dazzling. ‘The future of Asia must be plainly visible to all 


who can read the signs of the times.’ 


Il._—Home ADMINISTRATION, 


(a\— Police, 


397. The Bengalee’s Sylhet correspondent wires that three local black- . 

smiths were severely assaulted by the police in er 

the public road and in open Court for not powder- 

ing iron for fire-works for the reception of His Honourthe Lieutenant-Governor, 

and that a complaint was lodged by the victims but rejected on frivolous 

grounds. Great sensation and unrest are said to prevail in consequence. 

398. The Amrita Bazar Patrikw clearly sees the hand of Lord Minto *"tiress** 

_ : in the withdrawal of the Bonaripara punitive 10th April 190. 

Bhs cen of the Bonaripara ogy for did not Sir B. Fuller canheiie the fact, 

. eee th officially and unofficially, that he would not 

withdraw it for a full year? Butfor the kindly intervention of the Viceroy, 

the people of Bonaripara would have been still groaning under this scourge, and 


it is therefore superfluous to add that the inhabitants offer their profound 
gratitude to His Excellency. 


Alleged police culum at Sylhet. 


(b)— Working of the Courts, 


399. The Amrita Bazar Pairika states that the accused Khudiram’s Annsee Besse 
: 1 version 18 that he got six papers from an unknown yo 
she Syeegen ee eee ond hed ha beh to read them before 
distributing them, ‘for boys rushed towards him and snatched them away, 
as boys generally do when advertisements are circulated. He is said to have 
had only two papers left, which he carried home, where he read the contents!’ 

400. The Amrita Bazar Patrtka announces that the change in the ayn Base 
ee Criminal Bench of the High Court has given Patmes, 
Hich Court. neh of the universal relief and satisfaction. Had this change ™* 4Pr! 1%. 

been effected earlier, a deal of human mise 
would have been averted, for it will be remembered that no less than 75 per 
cent. of motions and appeals were doomed to rejection. It is felt that with 
Justices Harrington and Pratt in charge of the Criminal Bench, the adminis- 
tration of justice will be more efficient. 
401. The Amrtta Bazar Paitrika’s Dinajpur correspondent wires that Amnrma Bass 
Sieniiaibiniaaiens ‘ great indignation’ prevails at thirteen schoolboys ,., 1. 


having been fined Rs. 5 each for bei Sth April 1906. 
at a swadeshi meeting. . ° r being present 


(@\ — Education, 


402. As the Bengal Government has appointed a second Committee to "!%0 Parawr, 


Indian rural schools. consider and report on the subject of suitable text- oe 
Pairs ; books, etc., for primary rural schools, the Hindoo 
airwot draws attention to the suggestions of Mr. k. G. Sly, the Educationist. 
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The defects this officer points out are that rural schools are ill-equi , 
staff for the most oat Rca, woh the text-books ho ‘oa 
unsuitable. According to him, the principle of the educational policy in regard 
to agriculturists should be of the simplest nature, as any attempt to teach 

‘gcientific ’ agriculture is bound to end in failure. Instruction should be 
on the familiar agricultural surroundings of the child. The journal, however 
is of opinion that the peasant’s education should not be based on agricultur, 
but be chiefly agricultural, as his poverty 18 a due to ignorance of the 
best and most profitable agricultural operations. ‘hey should be taught how 
to convert and improve the soil, to know what particular soil is adapted to the 
growth of a particular crop or how many different crops can be raised annually 
without impairing the fertility of the soil, as in these and other agricultural 
matters the husbandman is at present guided more by instinct than anything 
else. ne 

403. The Amrita Bazar Patrika big a ear ae eee Sir B, 

: Fuller and the Syndicate of the Calcutta Univers: 
Sir B. Fuller and the Syndicate. ier Ditties re | Nath, " fourth-year ota _ 
the Dacca College, has resulted in a victory for the latter. It will be remem. 
bered that the Principal of the Dacca College got offended with Dhirendra and 
debarred him from appearing at the B.A. Examination. This decision wag 
upheld by Sir B. Fuller and Dhirendra appealed to the Syndicate, with the 
result that the Lieutenant-Governor eventually permitted him to appear at the 
examination. In trying conclusions with a young student, Sir B, Fuller hag 
not only brought discredit on his high office, but sustained defeat. | 

404, The Bengalce writes that, in consequence of Hindu students havi 
- Hs lik shouted Bande Mataram inthe Kalibari, the Sub- 
¢ Annoda Schoo! cueular. —_ divisional Officer of Brahmanbaria sent for the Head- 
Master of the Annoda School, who subsequently issued a circular prohibiting 


the boys from visiting the Kalibars and is alleged to have also ill-treated the 


boys. The journal points out that an officer holding charge of an important 
sablivides should not be required to be told that he is powerless to prevent — 
Hindus from visiting their place of worship. | 
405. While the Bengal strongly supports the prayer of the people of 
the Western Presidency for free primary education, 
it considers that this priceless boon should be 
conferred on the backward communities throughout the country, India would 
doubtless have been granted free primary education ere this, had it not been 
for the inordinate growth of military expenditure which swallows up the 
resources of the State. 
406. The Bengalee writes that in replying to the objections raised in the 
NES Bengal Council to the appointment of a Europea 
Oficial inconsistency. = to the Chair of Sanskrit, the Hon’ble Mr. Richard- 
son referred to the ‘‘ cosmopolitan character of the scholar’s profession.” Is 
not such a justification inconsistent with the treatment accorded to Indians 
who have entered the Educational Department, and are not distinguished 
Indian graduates who have secured their degrees in English Universities still 
vegetating on Rs, 200 or Rs. 250 a month, while Englishmen with lower 
qualifications and shorter service are drawing more? Is the “ cosmopolitan 
character of the scholar’s profession” only to be borne in mind in the appoint- 
ments a era to the Chair of Sanskrit, but ignored in the appointment 
of Indians 3 


Free primary education. 


(e)— Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


407. The Amrita Bazar Patrika has no doubt that the district authorities 
are in a ‘queer’ frame of mind, as the following 
incident connected with the municipal elections 
at Rajshahi will show. Rai Kumudini Kant Banerji Bahadur, Princi 1 of the 
Rajshahi College, offered himself for election by the rate-payers of Ward No VI, 
but was opposed by a Mubammadan named Shanar Mistry, who is & W@ 


An amazing story from Rajshahi. 


and clock repairer. Towards the end of the elections the Rai Bahadur had 
secured 22 votes and the Mistry 20. At the last moment, however, the District 
Magistrate, the Superintendent of Police,a Muhammadan Deputy Magistrate, 
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uhammadan teacher appeared, and took the votin ister from the 
we of the President of the fection Committee ‘and each, with his own hands, 
recorded in the register his number, name, and vote in favour of Shanar Mistry, 
who thus defeated the Rai Bahadur by two votes.’ Rule 2of the election 
rules makes it clear that the Magistrate could not vote atall, since he had not 
been at Rajshahi for ayear. Rule 19 provides that “no votes will be received 
in writing,” while rule 21 makes it incumbent upon the. presiding officer to 
record votes himself. It will thus be seen that the Magistrate not only acted 


illegally himself, but permitted his subordinates to do so also. This is exactly 


in which India should be governed. ‘ Let all laws, regulations, and rules 
be dseaned in the sea, and let the Magistrates and the Police Superintendents 
have their own way completely in administering the affairs of the districts. 
Will not the Viceroy look into the facts of this electioneering case?’ 


408. The same journal writes that the official crusade against the Rajshahi 


. Municipality and the attempts to officialise that 
* Raganans tm Ferment. body are causing considerable excitement locally. 
Having failed to stock the Municipality with his proteges with a view to secur- 


ing the Chairmanship, the District Magistrate 1s attempting to deprive the 
Municipality of its powers by endeavouring to show the Local Government 
that the elected Commissioners are incapable and neglectful. He has set 
about doing so in the following manner. Cases under the Act for the 
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals—an Act which had hitherto been quite in- 
operative—are being freely instituted, and on the 2lst March the Chairman and 
Vieo-Cheheuen of the Municipality, the municipal godown-keeper, and the 
driver of a refuse cart were ‘ vigorously’ prosecuted for utilising a bullock 
‘having sores on its neck!’ The inevitable result has followed, namely, the 
carters and hackney carriage drivers have struck work. The sanitation of the 
town has suffered most in consequence of the thoughtless action of the 
Magistrate, and refuse left untouched for days together, owing to the 
scarcity of scavenger carts. Just at this moment the Civil Surgeon intervenes 
and complains to the Magistrate about the unsatisfactory state of affairs and the 
latter threatens the Corporation! The fate of Kajshahi Municipality will 
doubtless overtake other Municipalities of the new province and so proclaim to 
the world “ the inestimable blessings of the partition of Bengal.” 


409. The Bengalee writes that in dividing the City Fathers into three 


classes, namely, jesters, leisured windbags, and . 
Classification ‘ 


—— of Municipal busy men, Sir A. Fraser forgot to mention another 
ommissioners. . ; : ae 

| class, which consists of Commissioners who care 
only for their fees. The journal considers that His Honour’s frank and 
unmistakable speech amounts to an admission that the existing constitution of 
the Corporation has signally failed to attract the right men. No improvement 
can be hoped for until a constitutional amendment has been effected. 


410. Considering all the circumstances of the case, the Amrita Bazar 


| 3 Patrika thinks it would be well for the Hon'ble 
Lins promecution of the Depaty Mr, Allen to accede to the wishes of the Commis- 

sioners and drop the sensational case instituted 
against Babu J. C. Boxe, late Deputy License Officer uf the Calcutta Corpora- 
tion. Judging from the questions asked at previous municipal meetings 
regarding this case, it is evident that the Chairman has usurped powers which 
really belong to the Commissioners. Thus, apart from its own merits, thd case 


has assumed a constitutional aspect, and it would be well for the Chairman not 
to proceed with the prosecution. | 


411, The Bengalee considers that the attempt to fasten the obligation 


of providing the rural water-supply on District 
he Bie oh Rg ke gag and Boards and thereby relieve the Local Government 


of its own responsibility is a very ingenious one, 
but points out that District Boards have seldom any money left to devote to 
this project. after meeting the various expenses connected with the repair and 
maintenance of roads, primary education, maintenance of dispensaries, etc. In 
his calmer moments, 


n the Financial Societary must admit that District Boards 
are powerless without tke necessary funds from Government. 
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(9)— Railways and Communications, including Canals and Irrigation, 


412. A correspondent writing to the ee ayer a that the con. 

3 venient sites originally selected for the erection of 

The Hooghly-Kutwa Hailway, +, station-houses on the Hooghly-Kutwa Railway 

have been abandoned and another site in the Tentulia paddy field, a mile and 

a half distant from Balagarh, has been chosen, to the keen disappointment of 

the inhabitants of Jiret, Balagarh and other important villages. The write; 

does not see how one station, wherever it is located, can serve so many 
important villages, and considers that the sites originally selected, name} 

Balagash and Somra, should be retained, as they are most convenient to f: 

general public. ; 

Another correspondent writing to the same journal hopes that the Agent 
of the East Indian Railway will not reject the representation submitted by the 
inbabitants of Bhagnapara and the adjoining villages, praying for the location 
of a station at Kantupuker, as neither the station at Nadai nor that at Jeodhara 
will be convenient: to the people of this locality, which is a long way off from 
both the above places and the roads are not easy. 

413. The Hindoo Patriot supports the petition already submitted to the 

Railway authorities praying for the location of 

— station at Bansberia, on the Hooghly-Kutwa line, 

instead of at Trisbigha, as the former occupies a more central position and 

would therefore be most convenient to the public and profitable to the Railway, 

Besides, the villages lying around the ‘T'risbigha feeder road are already 

being served by the main line, and the necessity for the line under construction 

cannot, therefore, be felt as much by the inhabitants of these villages as by the 

eople of Bansberia, Shibpur, Barapara, etc. Further, the great temple of 

+9. sod is situated in Bansberia, so that the location of a station at this 
village would be convenient to passengers and pilgrims alike. 


(h)— General. 


414. The Indian Nation is of opinion that the Budget presents no 
extraordinary features, and that the Financial 
oe Minister’s Statement is remarkable for its lucidity. 
There is nothing particularly striking in the debate itself, save His Excellency 
the Viceroy’s as speech on the financial situation and policy of Government. 
415. The Bengalce is not surprised that the Hon’ble Mr. Gokhale’s speech 
should have provoked hostile criticism in the Anglo- 
a sid : Gokhale's speech on the Indian Press, which delights in following as closely 
sii . as possible in the footsteps of the Government. 
Mr, Gokhale said nothing which the Indian Press has not. persistently 
clamonred for, and Parliamentary men in England have not drawn attention 
to. The Hon’ble Member contended thatthe military policy of the Government 
of India was based on distrust, and no less an any than the Viceroy 
corroborated this in as many words. The people of India are deprived of 
their legitimate share in the defence of their country and, above all, they are 
not permitted to feel that the defence of their hearths and homes 18 primarily 
their concern. They are not even allowed to use fire-arms, aud this circum- 
stance is fatal to their self-respect and courage. It will thus be seen that 
Mr Gokhale’s contention, which is also the contention of the people, is unassail- 
able, and those Anglo-Indian organs which have sought to ridicule it have merely 
exposed the weakness of the Government case. ee 
In dealing with the question regarding the larger admission of the 
children of the soil in the army, the Commander-in-Chief said that he was not 
convinced that the peopie would welcome the introduction of conscription 
with rates of pay that would necessarily be very much lower than the soldier 
receives at present. Can nothing short of conscription make the people © 
India take an honourable part in the defence of their country, and 80 prevent 
their demoralisation ? | a as 
416. The Hindoo Pairiot notices with regret that in a recent notification 
of the Government of India announcing that = 
Secretary of State will make certain appastn 


 Asmstant Engineers. 
as Assistant Engineers, it is clearly laid down that candidates must be Bri 
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‘acts of European descent. Such a notification is doubtless in keeping with 
pe] y tied ideas of Western supremacy, butit was thought that with His 
Lordship’s departure a new era of enlig htened and fair administration would 
be ushered into the country. This apparently 16 not the case, and the pros- 
pects of Indian students have been blasted for no fault save the crime of colour. 
Will the Liberal Government perpetuate such injustice and invidious 

istinction ? 

ae The Amrita Bazar Patrika observes that Sir A. Fraser was 
ominously silent regarding the points raised in the 
Sir A. Fraser and the Budget forceful speeches against partition, and says that 
Te it would have been equally judicious had His 
Honour observed the golden rule in regard to the recent circulars which were 
criticised by some unofficial members of the Council instead of attempting 
a defence of the indefensible. The Patrika very much regrets that His 
Honour still maintains an unsympathetic attitude towards the representatives 
of the people. This trait is most undesirable in a ruler, and it would have been 
better had Sir A, Fraser, on the eve of his departure, spoken in a manner 

culculated to soothe the people and inspire them with hope. 

418. The Bengalee writes that it would appear from the en of the 

ge Hon’ble Mr. Chaudhuri, member for the Raj- 
pe unengie cma shahi Division, to the effect that Mr. Lyon did not 
even acknowledge his letter asking for a copy of the Budget estimate for the 
new province, that this official is in certain respects more overbearing than his 
chief. The journal contrasts his conduct with that of the Financial Member 
who, on being asked for a copy of the estimate, promptly furnished it. Does 
Mr. Lyon fancy that acts of discourtesy enhance the dignity of his high office ? 
419, As might have been expected, writes the Bengalee, the partition 
3 of Bengal was severely attacked in the courss of 
— the last Budget Debate. As the Hon’ble Mr. 
Chaudhuri pointed out, the measure has done nothing for the new province, 
save that it has created’ a number of lucrative posts for Europeans, This is 
what the bureaucrat terms efficiency—the appointment of Magistrates, 
policemen, Secretaries, etc. No less than ten lakhs have been allotted by 
the Government of India for the cost of central administration, and had this 
amount not been wasted in partitioning the province and eg offices, 
it could have been utilised in giving the. poor tax-payers better drinking-water, 
drainage, and improved sanitary surroundings, for want of which they are 
dying by millions. Referring to the insignificant grant of Rs. 20,000 to 
safeguard the country from the ravages of malaria, the journal says that 
while the Government is wasting money on chimerical schemes of efficiency 
which nobody wanted, it is taking deplorably inalequate steps to protect 
its — from decimation. This is a serious indictment to make againet 
the ruling authorities, but nevertheless it is true. 

420. Referring to the Lieutenant-Governor’s speech on the Provincial 

re Budget, the Hindoo Patriot is in complete accord 
sass with the reasons urged for the appointment of 
Mr. Earle to the Directorship of Public Instruction, and thinks that it would 
be unfair and unjust not to regard as satisfactory His Honour’s explanation 
regarding the Carlyle and Pedler circulars. 

421. The Bengalee congratulates the Hon’ble Mr. Hare on his actin 
promotion, and hopes that he will not only avoi 
hex the mistakes of rulers who are not Bengal 
Civilians, but keep his Chief Secretary under proper control and not permit him 
to exercise power without responsibility ‘or to give himself the airs of a 
Russian Grand Duke.’ 

422. The Bengalee characterises the Hon’ble Mr. Carlyle’s speech as a 

eer ger wholly gratuitious and cowardly attack on the 
popular leaders’ OF «=Cpopular leaders, and is constrained to endorse the 
general finding that want of tact, sobriety, and 
judgment unfits him for his high office. His offensive, though scarcely audible, 
utterances at the last Council meeting will have the effect of accentuating the 
present excitement. Continuing, the journal says that the figures supplied 
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by the Hon’ble Mr. Carlyle showing how many persons were sentenced ty 


imprisonment in cases arising out of the partition agitation, are incomplete 


What about the two men who were sentenced by the Chief Presidane: 
Magistrate? As the Chief Secretary has suppressed facts which he ought 
to have known, his statement that harmless citizens were prevented by ill 

means from buying what they pleased, must be rejected. Can : 
instances be given ? specifi 


VI.—MIsceLLANEOUS. 


423. The Indian Mirror notices that an eable change has come over 
the spirit of the Government of India since the 

m happy change under Lord accession of the Liberal — to power. N 
into’s Government. : ot 
only has an Indian been selected to fill the 
Officiating Chief Justiceship of Bengal, but the Vice-Chancellorship of the 
og oe University and the post of Standing Counsel have also been conferred 

on Indians. 

The manner in which the Budget was discussed affords yet another proof 
of the happy change that has come over the Government. The Budget Debate 
in Lord Curzon’s time was usually marred by official discourtesy, but during 
the last Budget Debate, the official attitude was remarkably courteous to the 
representative members. ‘I'he Viceroy himself paid sympathetic attention to 
the unofficial speeches and his easy, unaffected style afforded great relief after 
the ‘ nauseating bombast’ of his predecessor. 


424, The Bengalee consider that, in the present situation, the fact that a 
Conference is to be held at Barisal is of unusual 
importance, and furnishes additional proof of the 
‘indissoluble unity’ that exists between the old and new provinces, despite the 
the present policy of the Government—a policy characterised by repression and 
want of sympathy. | 

The journal earnestly appeals to its countrymen to attend the Conference 
in large numbers, if only to record their protest against the partition of Be 
and sympathise with the people of Barisal in their recent misfortunes. There 
are, besides, the gravest constitutional questions to be discussed, such as inter- 
dicting the crying of Bande Mataramand the holding of public meetings, etc. It 
is said that this Conference will be historic and do much to stimulate public 
interest in the new province. | 


425. The Amrita Bazar Pairika writes that there are valid reasons why 

ase everyone who can afford it should attend the 

Barisal Conference, As regards the Muhammadan 
community, the principal reason urged for its being strongly represented 
is that Backergunge is ‘emphatically’a Muhammadan district, and the only 
one that has been thoroughly disarmed. Is this attempt at complete ‘ emascula- 
tion’ in harmony with the ardent professions of the Government? If the 
Muhammadans attend the Conference in large numbers and protest against 
their disarmament, they are likely to secure the relaxation of the Arms Act. 
If the Conference were attended by people from all parts of the old 
province, it would prove that, notwithstanding the purely physical division of 
the people, they were still united. Moreover, should not a sense of gratitude 
alone prompt the rest of Bengal to take this opportunity of proceeding to 
Barisal and sympathising with the inhabitants, who have been trampled under 


foot by a heartless ruler and who have borne their sufferings for the furtherance 
of the national cause ? 


426. The Amrita Bazar Patrika writes that while only two lakhs will be 
wasted if the partition is withdrawn, the 


Government will have to suffer a permanent loss © 
about 20 lakhs of rupees if the measure is enforced. The journal reasons 


thus :—By the transfer of fifteen (sic) districts, the Government of Bengal 
has lost a net revenue of nine lakhs per annum, and the Government of India 
proposes to make up this deficit by taking only half instead of three-fourths of 
the land revenue of Bengal. Thus the immediate effect of the partition is 4 
permanent loss of nine lakhs of rupees as far as the old province is concerned. 


The Barisal Conference. 


The blessings of partition. 
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As regards the new province, it is to receive an inital grant of 30 lakhs of 
rupees in addition to the twenty lakhs formerly granted to Assam, plus a 
minimum balance of 12 lakhs. In others words, the Government of Eastern 
Bengal and Assam will start with an opening balance of 62 lakhs. To what 


extent this grant will be of a temporary nature, it is difficult to say at present, . 


hut there is no doubt that the permanent grant will be in excess of Lord 
Curzon’s estimate of 81 lukhs annually. Thus, on its own showing, the 
Government of India will have to pay nine lakhs to the Government of the 
old province and a similar amount to the Government of the new province 
for the luxury of dismembering a permanently-settled province against the 
bitter protests of an eutire nation. In objecting to the waste of two lakhs and 
acquiescing in the waste of nine times that amount, the Secretary of State is 
straining at a gnat and swallowing a camel, 

427. The Bengalee puts forward two objections to flogging as a 
punishment, namely, (1) that it imports an element 
of degradation into the punishment which hardens 
the heart of the offender and thereby defeats the chief object of all punishments, 
which is correction, and (2) that it deprives an innocent man, whose innocence 
may be subsequently established, of any satisfaction or redress for his wrongful 
punishment. The journal realises that the verdict of the Government of India 
will be greatly influenced by the reports received from subordinate 
Administrations, but has no doubt as to the personal opinions of the Secretary 
of State. 

428. The Bengales is surprised to learn that the students of the Barisal 
Zilla School have been prohibited from attending 
the sittings of the Provincial Conference which 
will soon meet at Barisal. What objection can there possibly be to students 
attending the Conference as spectators, especially when they will hear questions 
vitally affecting the interests of their country discussed with sobriety and 
moderation? ‘ Are we living in Russia that such autocratic orders should be 
issued from day to day ?’ 

429. The Amrita azar Pairika writes that the Bengalis should be 

| stimulated by the fortitude of Lieutenant Schmidt 

My .. secant expressed in his last words:—‘ Liberty for the 
. Russian people was the sole object of my life, and 
if I had to buy Russian freedom with the most terrible death I would die 
smiling.” This ought to be a lesson to the Bande Mataram wallas who invoke the 
protection of heaven when they are sent to jail fora week or two. The Tsar, 
says the journal, had just cause for anger against the Lieutenant, for he was 
not only a subject, but also a servant; yet when the Monarch heard that he 
had been condemned to death he pardoned him. Did the Tsar gain or lose 
by such clemency, and would the Government of this country have gained or 
lost by imitating the magnanimity of the Tsar in regard to the people of the 
new province generally and Barisal in particular ? 


Flogging as a punishment. 
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